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Abstract: Thermal ionization mass spectrometers can provide the precondition for high-precision
measurement of isotopic composition of geological samples, but it is normally difficult to obtain

accurate isotopic composition of the samples having low elemental contents or very small volume
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or quantity, due to low ionization efficiency of elements. Therefore, efficiently improving the
ionization efficiency is one of the key ways to measure isotopic composition of the micro-samples.
The emitter can effectively decrease the ionization potential of elements and improve the ionization
efficiency during the measurement using the thermal ionization mass spectrometer (TIMS), but
unpurified emitter will inevitably introduce more blank and reduce the accuracy of measurement
results. A preparation method to produce TaF; emitter solution for the Sr isotopic measurements
on micro-samples was provided by the TIMS technique. This emitter solution is characterized by
very low Sr blank and high efficiency to aid Sr ionization on the basis of the measurements on the
standard Sr solution (NIST SRM 987) and the standard rock powders (BCR-2 and BHVO-2
basalts). The experimental results show that TaF; emitter solution after the purification has a
very low Sr blank with a mean value of about 0. 02 pg « uL " '. Only 1—2 pL of the emitter
solution used for each sample can effectively improve Sr ionization efficiency, and maintain high
and stable signal intensity of Sr isotopes during the measurements. The ¥ Sr/% Sr values measured
on the micro-samples of the standard Sr solution and standard rock powders fall in the ranges of
their reference values, meeting requirements in the precision and accuracy for the measurement of
Sr isotope for nanogram even sub-nanogram samples. This high-efficiency and low-blank TaF;
emitter solution can apply to the measurements of Sr isotopic composition of low-content
samples, ensuring more applications of the Sr isotope geochemistry.
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Table 1 Measurement Results of Sr Blank of TaF; LLENEER
Emitter Solution Table 2 Measurement Results of Sr Isotope Ratios of
$1Sr/ |Sr A i/ the Standard Sr Solution (NIST SRM 987)
i el A wse | Cpg - G w15y /88 USTETES
R Wl |l 5% | /e Sl /v
| | BIKE L] AT A 100 wl " Se F AL 2 al. | 56,86 | 0,018 1 200. 00 0. 710 256=£0. 000 005 5.3
2 [DIWHE L] ZAA 100 L+ SeFEFER 2 L, | 55.73] 0,019 2 200. 00 0. 710 249=0. 000 006 5.0
5 [ fe| R8T 100 oL+ Sr o BEAL 2 al. | 38, 22| 0,035 3 200. 00 0.710 255-£0. 000 008 2.8
4 [ AR % 5130 100 w45 Sr B BEA 2 uL | 53. 90| 0.020 4 | 200.00 | 0.710 236%0. 000 014 3.0
5 | WH M| B BIAL 100wl 45 St R 2 ol | 17,56 | 0,091 5 2.50 0.710 265-£0. 000 001 3.0~8.4
6 | UHIE| B AIA 100 wl+* Se f A 2 ol | 50.50 | 0,022 6 2.50 0.710 244=£0. 000 012 1.0~3.5
7 | s fe| B 100 ul+ "' Se B BRI 2 L, | 51,90 | 0. 021 7 1.00 0.710 274=£0. 000 008 1.2~2.5
§ | WAL ZIFA 100 pl Lo S RFER 2 . 52,77 0. 021 8 1.00 0.710 260=£0. 000 015 0.3~0.5
) 9 1.00 0.710 266-£0. 000 036 0.3~0.5
TE S AT N 0,031 pg « w71 HIBRS S 5 S5 HY Sr AR
PR 0,022 pr + Lt 10 1.00 0.710 237=£0. 000 009 1.1~1.2
11 1.00 0.710 290=£0. 000 012 0.9~1.0
R 2 )%DIZ]’I ° 12 0.50 0.710 278+0. 000 034 0.8~1.5
L1l REHS 13 0.50 0.710 2114+0. 000 010 0.7~1.9
WO AR St I, UL pL 200 X107 Y 14 0.50 0.710 27440. 000 004 2.2~2.14
NIST SRM 987 45 #E Sr %5 ¥ » B Al i 24 2l Sr 200 15 0.50 | 0.710 224--0. 000 021 1.4~2.6
ng, 4 WELEMESBAYY Sr/*Sr{ M0, 710 236+ 16 0.50 0.710 23220. 000 011 1.0~1.2
0.000 014~0. 710 256 0. 000 005, ££ I &% 22 17 0.50 0.710 288=£0. 000 017 0.3~0.7
E{Vq%ﬁ%&ﬁ{ﬁ(o.no 248+ 0. 000 030)?@@# 18 0.50 0.710 21040. 000 025 0.5~0.7
. ZEMEE R, Sr B TS B R 19 0.50 0.710 289-£0. 000 023 0.6~0.9
B TR L TR 5 Ah . M8 4 AT 22 1 20 o.;jo 0.710 283-£0. 000 020 0.6~0.7
o " ) " 21 0.50 0.710 260=£0. 000 022 1.5~1.7
DR TE A 3 500~3 800 mA i [HF . Bl 21 % 5 22 0.50 0.710 219-0. 000 031 0.4~0.5
b Sr I i BE L St T (5 5 R B R R T 15 23 0.50 | 0.710 27240.000 024 1.2~1.4
V. BB kb R AR 1) 50 V R . N IR 24 0.25 | 0.710 2240.000 012 1.0~1.2
WA DU B BEEAICAT 22 IR B B Sr B 115 5 5 25 0.25 | 0.710 27540. 000 031 1.0~1.4
BEHlfE 10 VLI, 26 0.25 0.710 215+0. 000 031 0.4~0.5
4.1.2 HMEHD 27 0.25 0.710 204=£0. 000 026 0.5~0.7
6 5P S2 I 2 B BB AR 25X 10 0 F 15X 10 ° 9 28 0.25 0.710 279-£0. 000 014 0.8~1.1
bW Sr 7 (NIST SRM 987). 4% 2. 50. 1.00. 29 0.25 0.710 230=£0. 000 012 0.9~1.2
. 30 0.10 0.710 204=£0. 000 019 0.9~1.1
0.50,0..25 Al 0. 10 ng £ Sr B i Fi &t RO AL 16 31 0.10 0.710 278+0. 000 014 0.7~1.0
PL AT B W 7 Ao AT A 2] P £y 32 0.10 0.710 236=£0. 000 018 0.7~0.9
2.50 ng £ Sr LR it 120 A <5 R AT 22 3] FL O 5 33 0.10 0.710 250=£0. 000 052 0.3~0.4
JE 3 500 mA B}, Sr B {55 mE T LLEL 8.4 V 34 0.10 | 0.710 247--0. 000 022 0.6~0.8
3.5V, EHIERETED . E5mET TR 35 0.10 0.710 256+0. 000 028 0.5~0.6
BTl AR A 5 (LS R 3R A AR 0 3 | 010 | 0.71024350.00022 | 0.7~0.9
i?ﬁfﬁ'ﬁv{ﬂ‘ﬂfﬁaﬁ‘ 87Sr/865r{ﬁjy0. 710 2654+0. 000 001 37 0.10 0.710 313=0. 000 060 0.5~0.7
F10. 710 244 0. 000 012, 476 HE 22 (i 3 Bl . % 38 0.10 0.710 298-£0. 000 021 0.3~0.4
o Se FAE G RE 5 (1. 000, 50710 25 ng) » 39 0.10 0.710 277-£0. 000 033 0.3~0.4
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Fig. 1 Distribution of Measurement Results of Sr Isotope Ratios of the Standard Sr Solution (NIST SRM 987)
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Table 3 Measurement Results of Sr Isotope Ratios of the Standard Rock Powders
i I Bk e Sr b Sfl R o TS S MEE| R Y
i i I /ng WV
1 BCR-2 25100 mg %K 3B -4lifk SroFi R E 200 X106 200 0.704 990£0. 000 004 5.0
2 BCR-2 25100 mg %K 3B -4lifk SroFi R E 200X 106 200 0.705 021£0. 000 006 4.0
3 BCR-2 25100 mg ¥ FE, 43 BS-2lifk SrofiBEZE 200X 1076 200 0.705 020=£0. 000 007 4.0
4 BCR-2 25100 mg ¥ FE, 43 BS-2lifk SrofiBEZE 200 X106 200 0.705 006=£0. 000 006 5.0
5 BCR-2 25 100 mg ¥ FE, 43 BS-2lifk Sro fiBEZE 200X 1076 200 0.704 997-£0. 000 007 5.0
6 BCR-2 100 mg AL B 1/5 4y &5-4lifk Sr. B E 2X10°° 2 0.704 92340.000 025 0.5~0.7
7 BCR-2 100 mg JEHRE B 1/5 4y 85-4lifk Sr. B E 2X10°°° 2 0.705 086=40. 000 012 0.9~1.6
8 BCR-2 100 mg FAE, A Bs-alifk Sr o f B2 2X10 6 2 0.705 025+0.000 013 1.6~2.4
9 BCR-2 100 mg FE 4y E-2tifl Sr M E 2X1076 2 0.705 018240. 000 013 2.1~1.7
10 BCR-2 100 mg ¥ FE, 53 B5-4lifl Sr, i B2 2X10°6 2 0.705 033£0. 000 019 2.9~1.4
11 BCR-2 100 mg FERE 4P B-alifL Sro B E 2X 10~ 2 0.705 018=£0. 000 015 2.8~2.6
12 BCR-2 100 mg IEHE, 73 B-4lifk Sr. fi B & 2X 10 2 0.705 086+0.000 017 2.9~1.9
13 BCR-2 90 mg AL B 1/3 3 #-aiifk Sro MR E 21076 2 0. 705 02720. 000 023 1.5~1.4
14 BCR-2 90 mg HEAEL I 1/3 43 85-4lifk Sr. fE B E 2X10°° 2 0.705 029%+0. 000 017 2.0~2.3
15 BCR-2 50 mg R I 1/5 3 B-4lifl Sr o f R R 2X10°° 2 0.705 01540. 000 015 1.7~1.4
16 BCR-2 50 mg R, M 1/5 /r B-4lifk Sr o f R R 2X10°° 2 0.705 01240. 000 012 1.9~2.6
17 BCR-2 20 mg ¥ AT B -alifl Sro R E 2X10°° 2 0.705 082-£0. 000 018 1.4~1.1
18 BCR-2 20 mg ¥ #E B -alifl Sro R E 2X10°° 2 0.704 988-£0. 000 016 1.7~1.4
19 BCR-2 10 mg ¥ FE 43 B5-2lifk Sr iR E 2X10°° 2 0.705 044-0. 000 015 1.0~1.3
20 BCR-2 10 mg {FHE 3 B -4lifk Sro MR E 2X 106 2 0.704 990-£0. 000 014 2.1~2.4
21 BCR-2 100 mg iFFE B 1/5 /0 B-4lifk Sro e 2 1 X106 1 0.705 08640. 000 027 1.6~0.5
22 BCR-2 100 mg iFFE B 1/5 0 B5-4lifk Sro e 2 1 X106 1 0.705 051+0.000 023 0.7~0.8
23 BCR-2 100 mg {EHE, B -2ifk Sr. f B & 1 X106 1 0.705 093+0.000 012 2.7~1.4
24 BCR-2 100 mg JEHE, 73 B -4ifk Sr  F B £ 1 X106 1 0.705 096+0. 000 020 1.7~1.2
25 BCR-2 100 mg JEHE, 23 B -4ifk Sr M B E 1 X106 1 0.705 106+0. 000 019 1.6~1.6
26 BCR-2 90 mg #EFEL B 1/3 43 B -4ifk Sr f B E 1X107° 1 0.705 007240. 000 020 1.9~1.0
27 BCR-2 90 mg IFAELHL 1/3 23 BS-4lifk Sr, M e & 1 X106 1 0.705 07040. 000 018 1.5~1.3
28 BCR-2 50 mg AR, B 1/5 4 B -4ifl Sr fi ke % 1X10°° 1 0.704 94240. 000 020 1.0~1.1
29 BCR-2 50 mg ¥ FEL B 1/5 43 E5-atifk Sro iR E 1X10°°¢ 1 0.705 054=£0. 000 016 1.2~1.5
30 BCR-2 50 mg R, B 1/5 4 BS-4lifl Sr Fa R & 1106 1 0.705021£0. 000 027 1.2~0.7
31 BCR-2 20 mg ¥ #E B -alifl Sro R E 1X107° 1 0.705 125-0. 000 019 1.1~1.0
32 BCR-2 20 mg ¥ HE T B -alifh Sro R REE 1X10°° 1 0.704 9970. 000 015 1.1~1.3
33 BCR-2 10 mg ¥ FE 43 B5-2lifk Sro f R E 1X10°° 1 0.704 982-0. 000 022 1.2~1.0
34 BHVO-2 25 100 mg % FE, 43 B -4lifk SrofiBEE 200 X106 200 0.703 455-0. 000 007 4.0
35 BHVO-2 27100 mg %k, 43 B -4liflk SroFiBEE 200 X106 200 0.703 468-£0. 000 006 5.0
36 BHVO-2 25100 mg %K, 3B -4lifk SroFi B E 200 X106 200 0.703 469-£0. 000 004 8.0
37 BHVO-2 25100 mg %K, 43 ES-4lifk SroFi R E 200 X106 200 0.703 478-£0. 000 005 8.0
38 BHVO-2 100 mg M I 1/5 2 B-4lifk Sr Mk 2X 1076 2 0.703 47240. 000 015 1.0~1.8
39 BHVO-2 100 mg {FH M 1/5 A BS-4lifk Sr Mk 2X 1076 2 0.703 45640. 000 016 1.6~2.3
40 BHVO-2 100 mg IFFE 43 B -4lifk SroFiBeE 210 ¢ 2 0.703 506=£0. 000 015 2.0~2.3
41 BHVO-2 100 mg IFFE 43 B -4liflk SroFi B E 2}X10°° 2 0.703 474-£0. 000 018 2.4~1.3
42 BHVO-2 100 mg IFFE 43 B -4lifk SroFiBeE 2X10°° 2 0.703 506-£0. 000 017 2.2~2.4
43 BHVO-2 100 mg {EHE, B -2lifk Sr . f B & 2X10°6 2 0.703 540+0. 000 015 2.5~2.7
44 BHVO-2 100 mg JEHE, 3B -4ifk Sr M B £ 2X 10 2 0.703 499+0. 000 010 3.7~3.2
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Fhin ) AR WA T BE (St S wL S 7 S /55 Sr 0 Bt { SrE T
EiRe mA it /ng SREE/V
45 BHVO-2 100 mg ¥ FE 4> B -4l S # B E 2X 106 2 0. 703 48620. 000 011 3.8~1.9
16 BHVO-2 90 mg LM 1/3 3 B -4lifl Sr fiREE 2X10°° 2 0.703 4694-0. 000 028 0.9~0.7
47 BHVO-2 50 mg ¥ HE LB 1/5 3 B -4lifl Sr f R R 2X10°° 2 0.703 45440. 000 024 0.9~1.0
48 BHVO-2 30 mg W HE 3 -alifk Sro R R 2X107° 2 0.703 4240. 000 027 0.6~0.7
49 BHVO-2 30 mg W #E 3B -alifl Sro R E 2X107° 2 0.703 4070. 000 026 1.6~0.5
50 BHVO-2 20 mg ¥ #E B -alifl Sro R REE 2X10°° 2 0.703 41320. 000 046 0.7~0.2
51 BHVO-2 20 mg ¥ #E AT B -alifl Sr R E 2X10°° 2 0.703 4610. 000 012 4.7~2.0
52 BHVO-2 100 mg %RE I 1/5 4085 -4ifk Sr. B e 1X 107 1 0.703 44740, 000 023 1.0~0.9
53 BHVO-2 100 mg A M 1/5 o B5-4lifk Sr Mk 2 1106 1 0.703 44040. 000 016 1.2~1.8
54 BHVO-2 100 mg ¥FHE 43 B -4lifk Srofi ke E 1X10 ¢ 1 0.703 5690. 000 018 1.7~1.0
55 BHVO-2 100 mg IFFE 43 B -4lifk Sr o Fi e E 1X10°° 1 0.703 555-£0. 000 019 1.4~1.7
56 BHVO-2 100 mg IFFE 43 B -4lifk SrofiBEE 1X10°° 1 0.703 508-£0. 000 016 2.2~1.2
57 BHVO-2 90 mg R, B 1/3 /r B-4lifl Sr o f R 1X10°° 1 0.703 44340. 000 029 0.7~1.0
58 BHVO-2 90 mg ¥ FEL B 1/3 43 B5-4tifk St fi ke E 1X10°° 1 0.703 41240. 000 031 1.7~0.4
59 BHVO-2 50 mg EFEL B 1/5 0 & -4iifl Sr fBEE 1X107° 1 0.703 48724-0. 000 029 0.8~1.0
60 BHVO-2 30 mg WAL, 4y E-alidl Sr. fBEE 1X10°° 1 0. 703 43620, 000 021 1.4~0.9
61 BHVO-2 30 mg ¥ FE L 4B -alifl St R E 1X10°° 1 0.703 4940. 000 018 1.8~1.5
62 BHVO-2 20 mg AL, 4y B -4lifl Sr M E 1X10°° 1 0.703 45520. 000 033 0.9~0.6
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