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Expectation of Mineral Resources and
Development of West Regions in China

CHEN Yu-chuan
(Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: Through the research on current situation of the mineral resources in China and all over the world this
article has done some expectations about the situation of global mineral resources and the mineral resource de-
mands of socioeconomic development all over the world in future. As a result, for satisfying with the demands of
global socioeconomic development first, must distribute global mineral resources fairly, reasonably and scientifi-
cally; second, should seek and develop renew able energy source, fungible energy source, new types of mineral re-
sources and alternative mineral resources practically; at last, must apply new science and technology to the miner-
al resources exploration development and utilization. The extent of geological work is low er in western regions of
China, however, there are good mineralization conditions, so it will be expected to be found more deposits in
western regions of China. In a word, for implementing the West Development strategy, the western regions of
China should be built as the major relay base of resources and mineral resource in China.
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Tab. 1 Total Fossil Energy Sources Reserves All Over the World and Average Per Capita Reserves in 2002
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984 453 100 t 158.7 t 4832.7 106 t
536 330 106 t 86.5 t 2379.4 109 t 223
142 700 106 t 23.0 t 3556.8 100 t 40
142 700 10° ¢ 23.0 t 3556.8 10° t
1557 800 108 m3 25120.0 m?3 25276.0 108 m3
140 202 100 t 22.6 t 2274.7 100 ¢ 62
819 232 100 ¢ 132. 1 t 8210.9 106 ¢ 100
* s i)
s 1t 1255 m?
2 2002 N

Tab.2 Total Reserves of Global Important Metal Deposits Foundational Reserves and Average Per Capita Reserves in 2002

/104 t /104 t /104 t /kg /104 t /104 t
; 7 000 000 16 000 000 23 000 000 11287. 95 2.29 110 000( ) 115
2200 000 3300 000 6 500 000 3547. 64 1. 50 11410 193
48 000 95 000 160 000 77. 40 1.98 1 340 36
20 000 45 000 190 000 32.25 2.25 890 22
6 100 14 000 13 000 9. 84 2.30 132 46
160 000 710 000 1 100 000 258. 01 4. 44 1 300 123
67 000 500 000 — 108. 00 7.46 728 92
290 620 — 0. 47 2. 14 4. 66 62
8 800 15 000 — 14.19 1.70 8.55 1029
o 71 000 80 000 100 000 11.45 1.13 151 470
* »2003 ; . D, (2); 2000 ;0 F
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