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Characteristic Geology Inheritance System
and Its protection in China
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Abstract. More than 85% of the natural heritages in the world are geological heritages. They play an irreplaceable
role in the civil economy and people’ s daily life. This paper comes up with the conception of the geological
heritage system from the viewpoint of proper exploitation and protection. The geological heritage system is
composed of heritage series of mineral resources heritage series of tourism resources and heritage series of
scientific and educational resources, including 11 geological heritage series and some sub-series. This paper also
makes a detailed description of the specific geological heritage in China, which contain many dominant mineral
resources, peculiar geological tourism resources, rare geological resources for scientific researches and education,
discusses the four most urgent tasks in protecting the geological heritage. Generally speaking, China is a country
which is abundant in geological heritage, the geological heritage is a kind of resource which is rare and non
reproducible, the protection on the geological heritage must be done without delay.
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