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Topic Selection and Design

MA Wen-jun
(Journal Center, Chang’an University, Xi’'an 710064, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: Publishing special issue/column (SI/SC) is important for improving the academic
influence of sci-tech journal. The names, number, paper number and page number of SI/SC
published by 33 Chinese core geological periodicals from 2012 to 2021 were investigated by CNKI;
the publication trend was discussed; and the topic selection and design of SI/SC published by
Chinese geological sci-tech journals in different academic levels were suggested. The results show

that there are 748 SI/SCs published by 32 Chinese core geological periodicals, only one journal
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has no SI/SC from 2012 to 2021; SI/SCs increase year by year generally; Earth Science Frontiers
is most active in the publication of SI/SC among the 33 Chinese core geological periodicals; the
problem-orientated type of SI/SC is predominant, and the number is 603; for the Chinese top-
ranking geological sci-tech journals, it is suggested that the journals publish problem-orientated
type of SI/SC focusing on national important development strategy, encourage researcher to
publish their outstanding scientific achievements in Chinese, in order to serve national socio-
economic development better and faster; for the Chinese foremost sci-tech journals in the
subdisciplines of geology, it is suggested that the journals publish problem-orientated type of SI/
SC focusing on the front field in the subdiscipline, and improve the subdiscipline development;
for the other Chinese sci-tech journals, it is suggested that the journals publish spirit-inherited
type of SI/SC collecting experts’ and scholars’ strong manuscripts by the emotion, or publish
problem-orientated type of SI/SC focusing on local important development strategy, in order to
serve local socio-economic development better and faster.

Key words: sci-tech journal; special issue; special column; geology; problem-orientated type;
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