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Abstract: As an interdisciplinary research field of rural geography and transport geography, the
research of rural transport geography has gradually attracted the attention of scholars in China
and overseas in recent years. The keyword co-occurrence analysis and burst detection analysis by
CiteSpace software were adopted to explore the research hotspot and frontier of rural transport
geography, and the research progress and trend were summarized. The results show that
accessibility is the research hotspot in China and overseas, including macro spatial pattern
analysis and micro travel behavior analysis; transport poverty has become the research frontier of
Chinese literature, while equity and service of rural transport has become the research frontier of
overseas literature. Currently, there has been some research progress about the spatial pattern,

regional effects, and planning and policy of rural transport; however, due to the slow rural
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transport development and limited rural transport data, the attention and influence of rural

transport geography research is weak. In future, under the background of rural revitalization

strategy, based on regional system theory of rural man-land relations, the systematic analysis of

the development laws of rural transportation system, the in-depth study on the interaction

between rural transportation and other elements, and the combination of macro spatial-temporal

pattern analysis and micro mechanism explanation is necessary for its theory development and

practice exploration.

Key words: rural transport geography; rural regional system; accessibility; transport geography;

rural geography; CiteSpace software; rural revitalization
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Fig. 1 Vicious Cycles of Rural Transport
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Table 1 Main Research Hotspots of Rural Transport

Geography in China and Overseas
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Table 2 Burst Distribution of Keywords of Rural Transport Geography Literature in Chinese Journals
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